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Message from Jackie and Ken  
Interim Presidents 

 
The word for the month is Yuimaru, literally meaning “the circle of people.”  This is not 
only a concept about helping others but signifies unity, compassion, and sincerity despite 
our differences. 

  

  

Ii Sogwachi Deebiru!  Ken and I are looking forward to the New Year while building upon our 
accomplishments in 2023.   The OGSH booth at the Okinawan Festival was visited by over 1,800 people 
during the two-day period.  Our booth was located on the main floor that gave us increased visibility and 
traffic.  We held a successful DNA workshop in September 2023 that was attended by over 100 participants, 
60% who were not OGSH members.  We made over $1,300 after expenses. 
Our goal for 2024 is to meet the needs of current members, recruit new members, and increase Committee 
membership and participation.  We will be sending a survey out to current members to find out why you 
joined OGSH, what you are interested in learning, and how the organization can help.  The Board is planning a 
retreat in March to review our Strategic Plan, develop an Annual Plan, and approve the 2024 budget. 
 
The Board decided to temporarily halt access to Al’s database from the OGSH website due to privacy and 
liability concerns.   All references to OGSH will also be removed from Al’s database because the Board did not 
formally approve it being linked on the OGSH website. 
 
The Board will solicit member input on the issue as a first step. The Board will then consult with experts to 
determine the risks involved and what mitigations may be needed.  The Board will convene meetings with 
stakeholders (members, HUOA, and OPL) to discuss the findings before taking final action. 
 
The following are the Committee 2024 assignments: 

 2022 2023 2024 2025 
Hokuzan: 
 A-Kohagura 

Festival Pass Bonenkai Festival 

Chuzan: 
 Kokubun-Shimata 

 Bonenkai Festival Pass 

Nanzan: 
 Shinsato,Amy - Z 

Bonenkai Festival 
 

Pass Bonenkai 

 

Agenda 
I. Introduce new members and guests 
II. Treasurer’s Report 
III. Proposed Upcoming Activities 
IV. Guest Speaker:  Colin Sewake, on the role of Komitans (Family Villages) and recent cases of reuniting 

with family in Okinawa 
The Zoom portion of the meeting will end. 
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Congratulations Theresa Tom 
Okinawan Genealogical Society of Hawaii’s 

2024 United Okinawan of the Year 
 
Excerpts from the Hawaii United Okinawan Association Uchinanchu of the Year and 74th Installation Celebration 
 

OKINAWAN GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF HAWAII: THERESA TOM 

  
 

Parts of the write-up for other OGSH members who were also honored. 

 

 

  

 

Who’s Who …HUOA 2024 President and Okinawa Prefecture Governor   (non-members) 
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OGSH members who are part of the HUOA 2024 Executive Council. 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

BUSINESS ADVISORY AND AUDIT COMMITTEE (BAAC)CHAIR MARK HIGA’s paternal grandparents Yeikichi and Kame 
Higa immigrated from Nago and his mother’s Kyan family was originally from Shuri. Mark serves as an advisor for 
both Nago Club and Shinka, and is a member of Hawaii Shuri-Naha Club and the Okinawan Genealogical Society of 
Hawaii. Born in Okinawa to the late Yeiji and Tsuruyo Higa, Mark spent summers there and was able to study Ryukyu 
architecture through a college travel scholarship. He now enjoys learning about and perpetuating our culture with his 
wife Hanae, also from Okinawa, and their son Nico. Mark and Hanae study uta-sanshin with Ryuku Koten Afuso Ryu 
Ongaku Kenkyuu Choichi Kai USA. Serving as a board member of the Hawaii Okinawa Plaza since 2013 and on BAAC 
since its inception, Mark previously served as HUOA President in 2015, and on the Executive Council as Advisor, Vice 
President, President Elect and participated in or led various committees. Mark is President of WCIT Architecture and 
has enjoyed time on community boards including the Kakaako Improvement Association, Entrepreneur’s 
Organization, and GIFT Foundation. 
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Garden at HUOA 2019 

2024 
January 
27   OGSH Meeting 9a.m., 
         Speaker: Colin Sewake 
         Serikaku Chaya or on Zoom 
February 
12   Chinese New Year 
14   Valentine’s Day 
17   OGSH Meeting 9a.m. 
March 
15   OGSH Meeting 9 a.m. 
22,2324   10th Annual Loochoo Identity Summit 
                     Windward Community College 
                     Hale ʿᾹkoakoa (flyer attached) 
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